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Argument Detailed Outline for Introductory Paragraph 

Defining Argument: When you construct an argument, you take a position on an issue and you support that position with 
evidence. You may also include logical reasoning and/or appealing to the audience’s emotions. 

Topic:______________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction: Acquaints the audience with the topic and purpose of the essay, captures audience’s interest, and provides a 
plan for the argument.  The introduction should state the essay topic.  An introduction includes explanation of topic, and in 
this case a defining argument (claim), and a thesis statement. A thesis statement could be the first statement or last sentence 
in the introduction.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Blueprint: forecast for introductory paragraph 

·   include the 2-3 major points you would discuss in the body of the essay and give a basic reason(s) why the position 
should be considered. 

·   Each point is then presented and developed in its own body paragraph, but for now, you are only writing a detailed 
argumentative introductory paragraph!. These specific points are usually presented in the topic sentence for the body 
paragraph. 

·   The rest of the essay would defend the thesis by giving clear evidence in support of the thesis.  

First major point:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Second major point: 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Third major point:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
Opposing Argument: Addressing the claim(s) of the opposition is an important component in building a convincing 
argument. It demonstrates that you have considered other points of view as valid and reasonable. Remain tactful yet firm. 
Using rude language can cause your audience to reject your position without carefully considering your claim. Include a 
statement of what your counterclaim is.   

Topic Sentence: Introduce main idea of the paragraph 

Showing: Explain specific details 

Unity: Each sentence should relate to the topic sentence. 

Sequence: Chronological order is most effective. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                   

Conclusion Sentence: There needs to be a final sentence that concludes the paragraph. The conclusion allows you to have 
the final say on the issues raised in the essay, summarize thoughts, demonstrate the importance of ideas, consider a new 
view of the subject, make a good final impression, and end on a positive note. 

 Restate the topic and its importance 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Restate or rephrase the thesis statement 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________            
                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      

Acknowledge opposing viewpoint 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ADDITIONAL INFO:   

Transitions  Here is a list of some common transitional devices that can be used to cue readers in a given way. 

To Add: 

and, again, and then, besides, equally important, finally, further, furthermore, nor, too, next, lastly, what's more, moreover, 
in addition, first (second, etc.) 

To Compare: 

whereas, but, yet, on the other hand, however, nevertheless, on the contrary, by comparison, where, compared to, up 
against, balanced against, vis a vis, but, although, conversely, meanwhile, after all, in contrast, although this may be true 



To Prove: 

because, for, since, for the same reason, obviously, evidently, furthermore, moreover, besides, indeed, in fact, in addition, 
in any case, that is 

To Show Exception: 

yet, still, however, nevertheless, in spite of, despite, of course, once in a while, sometimes 

To Show Time: 

immediately, thereafter, soon, after a few hours, finally, then, later, previously, formerly, first (second, etc.), next, and then 

To Repeat: 

in brief, as I have said, as I have noted, as has been noted 

To Emphasize: 

definitely, extremely, obviously, in fact, indeed, in any case, absolutely, positively, naturally, surprisingly, always, forever, 
perennially, eternally, never, emphatically, unquestionably, without a doubt, certainly, undeniably, without reservation 

To Show Sequence: 

first, second, third, and so forth. A, B, C, and so forth. next, then, following this, at this time, now, at this point, after, 
afterward, subsequently, finally, consequently, previously, before this, simultaneously, concurrently, thus, therefore, hence, 
next, and then, soon 

To Give an Example: 

for example, for instance, in this case, in another case, on this occasion, in this situation, take the case of, to demonstrate, to 
illustrate, as an illustration, to illustrate 

To Summarize or Conclude: 

in brief, on the whole, summing up, as I have shown, as I have said, hence, therefore, accordingly, thus, as a result, 
consequently 

 
	


